# 46 Pte Andrew Boyd

5th Infantry Brigade.

C Company, 18th Infantry Battalion, 

2nd Division AIF.
On 2 August 1916 during the Battle for Pozieres Heights, Andrew Boyd was severely wounded when a shell hit his trench and buried him.

Rescued by his mates, Andrew was sent to the 4th Casualty Clearing Station at Boulogne with injuries to his stomach and lungs. The following day he was transferred to the 13th General Hospital in Boulogne.

Failing to improve, Andrew was shipped to England and admitted to the 5th Southern General Hospital, at Portsmouth, under the care of Dr E. W. Dewey.

Showing improvement, Andrew cabled his parents telling them of his injuries. Ten days later his condition deteriorated. Dr Dewey operated on him and discovered that the injury to his bowel had turned septic. Andrew died at 3.30pm on Wednesday 30 August aged 24 years and five months.

Andrew Boyd was born 1891, the third child and eldest son of Andrew Boyd and his wife Mary (Stevenson) of Hill Street Scone. Andrew was educated at the Gundy and Scone Public Schools before gaining an apprenticeship with a carpenter. He led a full life, being a member of the Scone Town Band and a keen sportsman. He was 5 foot 9 inches (172cm) tall and weighing 11 stone (70kg).

Andrew, who played breakaway to John Kelly in the Scone Rugby Union Team, also excelled on the cricket field. In addition to his sporting commitments, the Defence Act required him to train with the Citizens Forces as a senior cadet.

Andrew was 23 years 5 months old, when he enlisted in the A.I.F on 7 April 1915. His religious denomination was Presbyterian and he was a member of the Manchester Unity, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

It was seven weeks before he was taken into the Army and allotted to the 18th Infantry Battalion. A month later, 25 June 1915, # 46 Pte Andrew Boyd sailed from Sydney onboard a converted liner, HMAT A40 Ceramic, which at 18,481 ton was the largest ship used by the Australian Government to transport troops overseas. Andrew believed he was the only man from Scone among the 3,400 troops onboard this ship and after an uneventful voyage A40 berthed in Alexandra on 23 July 1915.

The 18th Battalion was part of the 5th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Division of the AIF, which had been formed from units training in Egypt.

After training in Egypt, under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Alfred Chapman, the 18th Battalion embarked from Alexandria 16 August. Landing on Gallipoli 19 August they set up a camp at North Beach between the foot of the Sphinx and Walker’s Ridge. Shortly after midnight on the morning of the 22, they made their way from North Beach to the Anzac front line where they were warmly greeted by the Australians. Many of the troops had been wounded, while most were suffering from dysentery. Chapman received orders to position his men behind a low hedge from where they would shortly charge the Turks who held Hill 60 (Kaiajik Aghyl) with bomb and bayonet.

Explaining that his men had no bombs. Chapman was told his men should do the best they could without them. Chapmen then led his troops to their take off point before telling them what lay ahead.

Hill 60 was strategically important because it overlooked the Australians position; secondly it had two wells with a plentiful supply of water. The first company of men to charge were led by Syd Goodsell, they took the Turks by surprise and succeeded in entering the first line of Turkish trenches almost unscathed. Unfortunately the second and third companies were not so lucky. The second company was led by former school teacher Captain Alexander McKean, who was seriously wounded as they commenced their charge. The third company, led by Major Cyril Lane, lost half its men before they could reach the first line of trenches. The Australians were then ordered to withdraw.

A second assault was made by the surviving members of the 18th at 5am on the 27 August. This time the men of the 18th secured a foothold on Hill 60 but the cost was large; the two assaults on Hill 60 had cost the Australians 2,500 casualties. Andrew was one of the few to survive the two assaults physically unharmed.

After three months fighting on Gallipoli, Andrew became ill with Enteric fever (Typhoid Paratyphoid) and was taken to the 5th Field Ambulance Casualty Station, on 23 November. He was then taken to Malta and admitted to St Andrews Hospital on 4 December.

Still ill on 22 January 1916, Andrew was transferred to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis. After spending time in both the 2nd and 3rd Auxiliary hospitals, doctors declared him “Unfit for further service” and recommended his return to Australia. His parents received a notification from the Army Base Records Office that Andrew would be returning to Australia during April. News of his impending return was reported in the Scone Advocate.

But Andrew had other ideas, discharging himself from the 3rd Auxiliary hospital on 3 March he reported to Army headquarters in Alexandria, declaring himself “Fit for Duty”. Following an examination by a Doctor, Andrew rejoined his unit and embarked with them on the “Ghezireh” for the voyage to France.

Arriving in France 25 March the 2nd Division was the first Australian Division to move to France where it occupied a section of the front near Armentieres. Members of the 18th were involved in nuisance raids on the enemy trenches until late July.

On 23 July 1916 the Australian First Division attacked Pozieres and quickly took the front line of enemy trenches. At Dawn the next day a strong counter attack from the Germans was beaten back by the Australians. Incensed, the Germans began a massive artillery barrage, which was to last for almost seven weeks.

The First Division had suffered 5,285 casualties before they were relieved by the 2nd Division. As Andrew entered the line, the 2nd Division was shelled not only by the Germans, but also from the guns of the Anzac Corps Heavy Artillery Brigade. The 18th Battalion suffered 150 casualties from friendly fire.

Despite daily complaints from Scottish born Lieutenant-Colonel (later Brigadier-General) Evan Alexander Wisdom DSO, a former gold prospector from Western Australia, the friendly fire continued. The Artillery commanders unable not identify the offending battery without slackening their barrage. The Artillery was having problems of their own, their newly arrived ammunition from Britain and America was defective and caused many casualties among their own men.

Describing the artillery barrage at Pozieres, Australia’s official war correspondent Charles Bean wrote “The shelling at Pozieres did not merely probe, character and nerve; it laid them stark naked as no other experience of the AIF ever did.”

The capture of the small village of Pozieres that was left a remote wilderness following the German bombardment, and the small area surrounding it had cost 22,826 Australian’s their lives. From the time they entered the line till they were relieved on the 15 August, the 18th battalion suffered 625 casualties, 22 Officers and 603 other ranks, one of whom was Andrew Boyd.

Andrew was buried at 8 Portsmouth, (Milton) Cemetery, Hampshire, England. A brief cable arrived in Scone bluntly telling his shocked parents that Andrew had “Died of gunshot wounds to thigh and abdomen”.

On the 20 April 1920, his still grieving parents were advised his remains had been exhumed and re buried in the same Cemetery, this time in Grave No H. Plot 19. Row 14. 

Mary and Andrew Boyd received Andrew’s service medals: the 1914/15 Star, British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal and his Memorial Plaque and Scroll containing the King’s message at differing times between 10 September 1921 and 11 January 1923.

Four of Andrew’s first cousins also gave their lives for their country while serving with the Australian Forces. They were; Trooper Stanley Thurlow, one of the first men to leave Scone, who died of wounds he received at Gallipoli, on August 21, 1915; Trooper John McDonald who moved to Scone as a infant and was serving with the 4th Light Horse when he was killed 7 November 1917; Peter Edward Stevenson who enlisted at Narrabri 2 September 1915 and was killed in Action 7 June 1917 in Belgium, and Singleton born Ernest Collins who served as Fred Condon.

Andrew Boyd’s name is also on:

Memorial Panel 84.

The Australian War Memorial. Canberra.

The Memorial outside the Scone War Memorial Swimming Pool.

The Roll of Honour:

Scott Memorial Hospital, Scone.

The Honour Rolls at:

The Scone RSL Club.

Scone Public School.

Gundy Public School. now at St Matthew’s Church Gundy.

