THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL GARRISON CHURCH

THE HOSPITAL

The Church in England in the twelfth century realised the need to care for the physical ills of people as well as for their spiritual needs. It was in this spirit that men began to build hospitals. One such hospital was built in Portsmouth, similar to those built at Dover, Arundel and Southampton where shelter and help were available to pilgrims landing at these places on their journeys to the shrines of pilgrimage at Canterbury, Chichester and Winchester.

The Domus Dei, God's House, was founded by Peter de Rupibus, the Crusader Bishop of Winchester, probably in the year 1212 The Bishop who was the Protector of the Kingdom during the minority of King Henry III went to the Holy Land in 1227, and it is most fitting that a Crusader should have founded this church which was later to be known as 'The British Army Cathedral'.

In its original form the Domus Dei was a long vaulted hall, divided on either side into bays to house the patients, with a chapel at one end, separated from the main hall by a partition, and a porch at the other, the centre of the hall being kept clear.

The exact date of this foundation is not known, but from a charter of King John, dated 2nd November, 1214, "confirming to the Hospital built at Portesmuthe five messuages in St. Mary's Street, and five in Ingeles Street, given by charter to the Hospital by William de Wrotham, Archdeacon of Taunton, and other land and rents", we can fa'rly conclude that the "Domus Dei" was built not long before this confirmation by King John, or about 1212.

Here for nearly 400 years, the pilgrim, the aged, the sick and tha homeless found shelter and were given treatment by the Brethren and the Sisters who at that time were the only people with any knowledge of medicine. At first there were 12 Brethren, but later it was decided that it would be in the best interests of the patients that the staff should consist of 6 Brethren and 6 Sisters to perform the nursing and domestic duties. In charge of the staff and of the Hospital was a Master or Warden, who was sometimes a Priest. From time-to-time a variety of titles were given to him. He was called the Prior in 1215, 1251 and 1298; Custos or Warden from 1307 until the end of the 14th Century. In 1376, though, and in 1462 he was called Magister or Custos, and again in 1482 and in 1492 this title is known to have been used. Magister is the designation used on the Deed of Surrender in 1540.

Once it was firmly established the Domus Dei began to attract widespread interest and with revenues from estates in the neighbourhood and other gifts of money and plate its financial prosperity began to affect adversly the position of St. Thomas's Church. This being the Parish Church, and about 25 years older than the "Domus Dei", such a situation which was causing jealous rivalry could not be tolerated.

The clauses by which the income of the Parish Church were secured were arrived at in 1229 when an agreement was signed by The Brethren and the Prior and Convent of Southwick, and confirmed by The Bishop of Winchester.

By this agreement the Brethren were not to receive the parishioners of Portsmouth at Services on Sundays and 8 Chief Festivals, but if any came the Brethren could admit them provided that their offerings were given to the Parish Church. A parishioner making a will was bound to leave his first legacy to the Parish Church, and to ensure that this was done the Parish priest had to be present when the will was drawn up. To compensate for people giving to the Domus Dei what might otherwise have gone to the Parish Church, the Brethren had to pay the Parish Church £1 a year, and pay a fine of £2 if this agreement was broken. The Services in the Domus Dei were to be conducted only by the Warden or a Visiting Priest who was there in the course of a journey. Services aboard ships could only be conducted by the Parish priest, and two bells were permitted to the Domus Dei, lighter in weight than those in the Parish Church, and were to be rung only at certain times.

By this agreement the income of the Domus Dei though reduced was still adequate, and generous gifts continued to be received. William of Wykeham who founded Winchester College was one who gave, and in 1325 Joan, the widow of Henry de Bohun gave the Manor at Broughton to the Domus Dei. To show their gratitude for this gift a chantry was founded at the East End of the South Aisle, and a chaplain joined the staff of the hospital to say masses for the soul of Joan and her relatives and two Masters of the Hospital she had known. Property in the Isle of Wight and in Dorest were also bequeathed to the Domus Dei.

An interesting and unusual source of income to the Domus Dei is recorded on 1st February, 1384, when a ship damaged in a storm was washed up on the land of the Lordship of Portesey, and of the Keeper of "Domus Dei" with 300 pipes of wine on board. "Whereupon came the citizens of London and Merchants of the wine aforesaid", who "having faithfully proved that all the aforesaid goods were and are their own" paid a fine of £7 6s. 8d. to have it returned. This fine was divided between the Abbot of Titchfield and the Domus Dei, each receiving £3 13s. 4d.

DEDICATION

Traditionally the "Domus Dei" was dedicated to St. John the Baptist and St. Nicholas, though early documents do no mention the two Saints together. Probably the Hospital was dedicated to St. Nicholas, the Patron Saint of Sailors, and the Chapel dedicated to St. John the Baptist.

THE GREAT SEAL

The ancient Seal of the Domus Dei is of the usual monastic shape, surrounded by the Latin words, "Sigillum Comune Domus Dei de Portesmowth", The Common Seal of God's House, Portsmouth. At the top is a hand projecting from a cloud emblematic of the First Person of The Holy Trinity. Below this the Sun and the Crescent Moon enclosing a profile of the human face; between them in the centre of the Seal is a double Cross with worshipping angels, representing the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. Below the double Cross at the bottom is a roll of vellum (or an altar) representing the Holy Scripture inspired by The Holy Ghost, the Third Person of The Holy Trinity.

During the period of 150 years up to 1540 little is known of the Domus Dei, with the exception of one event in 1449. On the 9th January, 1449, Adam Moleyns, who had resigned as Bishop of Chichester and was that night in the Domus Dei, was "through the procurement of the Duke of York by shipmen slaine", because it is alleged, he reduced the amount normally paid to the Servicemen by one penny as a penalty for unruly behaviour during the services.

In punishment for this crime the inhabitants of Portsmouth suffered greater excommunication. Sixty years later, on 6th April, 1508, seeking absolution they came to the Domus Dei led by Sir John Adam, the Vicar; the Bishop of Winchester, the Prior of Southwick and the Abbot of Titchfield as commissaries, drove them away with rods. From the Domus Dei they processed to the Parish Church where at the West Door the Vicar prayed that the Church would receive them back Bidden to return to the place of the murder they were beaten with rods as a penance and ordered by the Bishop to build a cross and chapel where they should come on Good Friday to pray for the Bishop's soul. After further discipline at the West Door of the Parish Church the ban of excommunication was removed, and a solemn procession made through the Parish. One of the streets the procession passed along must have been that known today as "Penny" Street, which might well be an abbreviation for "Penitent or "Penitence" Street. The parishioners of Portsmouth then in 1508 were forgiven for a crime committed 60 years previously.

"GODDESHOUSE" – ARMOURY

In many of the monasteries the life of devotion had deteriorated into a life of indolence, and licentiousness. So wealthy had the monasteries become over the years that the standard of living was luxurious in the extreme. For King Henry VIII who by extravagance was badly in need of money the monasteries were to prove the solution to his financial problem. In 1536 he ordered their dissolution and their surrender to the Crown. The "Domus Dei", which cannot be accused of luxury and corruption was on 2nd June, 1540 surrendered to the Crown by the Master, John Incent, who was rewarded by his appointment as Dean of St. Paul's, most of the property of the Domus Dei passing into the hands of the Powerscourt family Affixed to the Deed of Surrender was the Great Seal of the Domus Dei which can be seen today on the books in use in the Church and incorporated into the designs of the stained glass windows.

THE DEED OF SURRENDER

"To all the faithful in Christ to whom the present writing shall come, from John Incent, Doctor of Laws, Master of the House or Hospital of St. Nicholas of Portsmouth in the diocese of Winchester, and the brothers and sisters of the same place, eternal salvation in the Lord. Know that we, the aforesaid master, brothers and sisters, with our unanimous consent and assent, having deliberated in our minds, of our certain knowledge and mere motion, from divers just and reasonable causes, ourselves, our minds and consciences specially moving, have willingly and freely given and granted, and by these presents do give and grant, render and confirm to our illustrious prince and lord. Henry the Eighth, by the grace of God, King of England and France, defender of the faith. Lord of Ireland, and on earth supreme head of the English Church, all the said House or Hospital of St. Nicholas of Portsmouth aforesaid, and all the site, ground, circuit, and precinct of the same House of St. Nicholas of Portsmouth aforesaid, and also all and the singular manors, domains, messuages, gardens, court-yard, tofts, lands, and tenements, meadows, grazings, pasturages, woods rents, reversions, services, mills, ferry-tolls, knights' fees, wards maritages, bondmen, villains, with their appurtenances, commons, liberties, franchises, jurisdictions, offices, courts, courts-leet, hundreds, views of frank-pledge, fairs, markets, parks, warrens, fish-ponds, waters, fishing-rights, roads, ways, vacant grounds, advowsons, nominations, presentations, and donations of churches, vicarages, chapelries, chantries, hospitals, and of other ecclesiastical benefices whatsoever, rectories, vicarages, chantries, pensions, portions, annuities tenths, oblations, and all and singular our emoluments, profits, possessions, heriditaments, and rights, whatsoever, as well within the county of Southampton, as wihin the county of Wilts, or elsewhere in the Kingdom of England, Wales, and the Marches of the same, to the said House or Hospital of St. Nicholas of Portsmouth aforesaid, in any manner, pertaining, belonging, appending or applying, and our various charters, evidences, writings and muniments, of every kind, to the same house or hospital, manors, lands and tenements, and to the other premises with their appertenances, or to any parcel thereof belonging or concerning: To have, to hold, and to enjoy the said House or Hospital, the site, ground, circuit, and precinct of Portsmouth aforesaid, and also all and singular the domains, manors, lands, tenements, rectories, pensions, and the other premises, with all and singular their appurtenances, to the aforesaid most invincible prince and lord our King, his heirs and assigns for ever- to whom, in this behalf, to every effect of right which thence might or can follow, we, as becomes us, yield and submit ourselves and the said House or Hospital of St. Nicholas of Portsmouth aforesaid, and all the rights howsoever acquired by us, — giving and granting, as by these presents we give and grant to the some Royal Majesty, his heirs and assigns, all and every manner of full and free faculty, authority, and power, to dispose of ourselves and the said House of Portsmouth aforesaid, together with all and singular the manors, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, services, and the singular premises, with their rights and appurtenances whatsoever, and according to his own free royal will and pleasure, to alienate, grant, convert, and transfer to whatsoever uses may please His Majesty, ratifying the dispositions, alienations, donations, conversions and translations of this sort, by his said Majesty in any manner thenceforth to be made, and we promise by these presents to hold the same good, acceptable, and firm for ever. And we the aforesaid, master, brothers, sisters, and our successors, will for ever warrant against all people, to our Lord the King and his assigns, the said house, precinct, site, mansion and church of St. Nicholas of Portsmouth aforesaid, and all the singular manors, domains, messuages, gardens, court-yards, tofts, meadows, grazings, pasturages, woods, underwoods, lands, tenements, and all and singular the other premises, with the whole of their appurtenances. In testimony whereof, we the aforesaid master, brothers and sisters, have caused our common seal to be affixed to this writing."

Dated 2nd June, A.D. 1540, and 32 Henry VIII.

By me John Incent.

Taken and recorded before me, William Petre, on the day and year aforesaid.

By me Willm. Petre.

With the loss of revenue there followed a period of at least 20 years of extreme neglect, during which many of the buildings, including the Church were used as an Armoury. In the reign of King Edward VI Mr. L. Crete sent from the Towre a list of "Munycions within the Church at Goddes house".

In the Church were placed: "Sacre and Fawcone shott of yrone (and other shot), coilles of woollen roopes for bumbardes", shovels and spades, "skoopes, bloke billes, moris-pickes, chestes of bowes and arrowes, serpentyn powder, leade sowes, dry fattes with flaskes and toucheboxes, casse-mentes with hand gonnes and bowstrings." In the Chancelle were more block billes and chestes of bowes and arrowes, and "collers and traces for horses", and lanterns. In the Vestrie "Serpentyne and come powder." There were too "munychions for fireworks, linseed oil, turpentine, rosin, saltpetre, pitch, tar, canvas, flax and packenedells." In addition, there were "Almayne ryvettes with splentes and sallets  xxvl paire" which were suits of German made armour.

ROYAL CHAPEL

Domus Dei was saved from complete ruin when it was decided early in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I to build strong defences for the protection of Portsmouth, and a great lottery was started in 1569 to raise the money to payfor this work which went on for 30 years. The preeminence of Portsmouth, as a great Garrison

town and Naval base and dockyard, opened by King Henry VII in 1500, began, and the importance of the Governor's position increased accordingly. In June, 1564 charges were made for "felling and preparing timber for the flooring of God's House," but in 1581and 1582 estimates were prepared "for converting God's House and other buildings into a residence for the Governor". These estimates are of great interest to us as they give the name of every building at that time. That of 1581states:

"The gate hous with the lodginges withoute the north ile of the Church III score and xv foote long; the rafter x foote and a haife ; the church xxv foote wide; the Armory sixe and fifty foote longe; the Smithe's forge xxxll foot longe; the Pay-Chamber at the end of the Armory sixe and fifty foote longe; the Smithe's Captayne's chamber and the Great-Chamber fifty and sixe foot longe; the roof over the Drying Chamber xxx fote longe; the Pigeon hous; the Hall roofe fifty foote onge; the kechin and the larder one hundred foote longe; the roofe over the Back gate xvIII foote longe-Bakehaus and the Stable III score and eight foot longe; the roofe over the Nursery (for the sick) sixe and fifty foot longe. Repairs estimated at £99."

The church was then in a dangerous state as can be seen from the estimate of 24 July, 1582 by Richard Popynjay. "The churche ther wher the store of pouther doth lye, oykes, bowes, bylles, and other provysion and munition; the roofe ys covered with leade, which must be taken up and newe cast, and three tonnes of neweleade for to supply the wantes of those roofes; and the gutters in the howse about the Captayne's lodging and others, th offices and rooms to the same apperteyning; the walles of the church to be cooped with asheler and crest for keeping the walles from receveing of rayne and other moysture; and the repaiering of the same roofes, which are mooche decayed allredy by want of good and tyght covering; Vidz; two of the arches in ruyne, and one pyller of stone standing between the two arches, which hath and doth take sooch rayne and moysture, that, unles present remydy be had and provyded, the same churche, or howse for stone will utterly decaye and come to ruyne; the charge whereof will amount to £240. The roofe of the Hall in Gode's Howse without the kytchen roofe, larders, stabelles armory, forge, the Dynning Chamber, and all the lodgings in the same howse are to be striped and newe healed, for that the nayles, lathe, pynes, and mooch of the stone ys rotten, and so farre spent and gone that patching, byeting or mending will not serve, for every meane blast of wynde and wither teres, breakes rypes up, and caryeth awaye the' old with the newe, as Mr. Captayne himself hath syene, and therein is best wytnes; the charge for stone slat, lathe, nayles pynnes and workmanship will amount to £258. The breach in the Wall at Code's Howse over against the armoyry ys fyfty footes in length and xll footes in height. The making thereof up againe with cariage of stuffe will cost 46s. 8d. Sum total £500 6s. 8d."

A grand house was built for the Governor in front of the Domus Dei which became The Royal Garrison Chapel and its long military association began. It was now Government House and the area in front was known as Governor's Green. Here successive Governors of Portsmouth resided until 1826 and it can safely be assumed that throughout this period the church was well maintained.

ROYAL MARRIAGE

So worthy a residence was Government House that it was here that the Infanta of Portugal, Catherine of Braganza stayed when she landed in Portsmouth for her marriage to King Charles II in The Presence Chamber within Government House. Her reception in Portsmouth is no credit to the King or his court. While the King remained in London the Governor of Portsmouth, aboard the Royal Barge went out to receive the Infanta. On learning that state business detained the King in London Catherine refused to see anyone until they were presented to her by the King. When the King hurriedly reached Portsmouth he found his bride had taken to her bed suffering from a heavy cold There like most of us, she ordered tea, and was served a glass of ale! To counter her obvious displeasure  a lady-in-waiting was sent to the Royal Barge for tea for her Royal mistress. To ensure that this never happened again regular supplies of tea were brought to England from Portugal.

Possibly England's first cup of tea was drunk in Domus Dei.

Early on his wedding day the King wrote from "Portsmouth, 21st May, 8 in the morning" to Lord Clarendon:

"I arrived here yesterday about two in the afternoon, and as soon as I had shifted myself I went to my

wife's chamber. Her face is not so exact as to be called a beauty, though her eyes are excellent good, and not anything in her face that in the least degree can shoque one; on the contrary, she hath much agreeableness in her looks altogether as ever I saw; and if I have any skill in physiognomy, which I think I have, she must be as good a woman as ever was bom. Her conversation as much as I can perceive, is very good; for she has wit enough and a most agreeable voice. You would wonder to see how well we are acquainted already in a word I think myself very happy, for I am confident our two humours will agree very well together. I have not time to say anymore. My Lord Lieutenant will give anaccount of the rest. C."

The occasion was described by Samuel Pepys:

I followed in the crowd of gallants through the Queen's lodging to Chapel, the rooms being all rarely turned, and escaped hardly being set on fire yesterday. The Mayor, Mr. Trimbrill, our anchorsmith showed me the present they have for the Queen - a salt-cellar of silver, the walls of chrystal with four eagles and four grey hounds standing up at the top to bear up a dish "

The marriage which took place in The Presence Chamber on Wednesday, 21st May- 1662, was conducted by the Lord Bishop of London, Gilbert Sheldon. A copy of the Marriage Certificate, framed, hangs in the Vestry of the Royal Garrison Church. Lady Fanshawe, whose husband Sir Richard Fanshawe the Ambassador who negotiated the marriage, wrote in her memoirs:

"Upon the 21st May the King married the Oueen at Portsmouth, in the Presence Chamber of His Majesty's

House. There was a rail across the upper part of the room, in which entered only the King and Queen The

Bishop of London, the Marquis Desande, the Portuguese Ambassador, and my husband; in the other part of the room there were many of the nobility and servants of their Majesties. The Bishop of London declared them married in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and they then caused the ribbons Her Majesty wore to be cut in little pieces, and as far as they would go every one had some"

The Altar Cloth on which is embroidered the Royal Arms of Portugal and a view of Lisbon is thought to have been given to the Royal Chapel by the King.

Another Royal Marriage had previously taken place in Portsmouth, that of Henry VI to Margaret of Anjou on 1st April, 1445 This took place in the Priory of Southwick to which the old Domus Dei was attached.

ROYAL VISITS

Ten years after the marriage of Charles II the Domus Dei was again the scene of another Royal Visit. In September, 1672 King James II on his arrival at Portsmouth was welcomed by the Mayor and Aldermen, and then proceeded to Government House through streets lined by 3000 troops.

The gift of Queen Anne to the Royal Garrison Church was a massive set of Communion Plate, which consists of two immense flagons two chalices, two pattens and an alms dish. Engraved on them is The Royal Cypher A.R. and the date 1709. The exact occasion of this presentation to the church is unknown it may have been when Her Majesty visited Government House  with Prince George of Denmark her Consort, or on the occasion when the King of Spain returning from Windsor, embarked at Portsmouth This  valuable silver is displayed on the altar on all the great Festivals and used then at celebrations of The Holy Communion.

The last and greatest assembly of Royalty at Domi Dei was in June 1814, when The Prince Regent, the Emperor of Russia, Frederick, King of Prussia, Marshal Blucher, and Prince Platoff came there. On his arrival at Government House, the Prince Regent was received by the Governor and other high ranking officers. A levee was held, after which the Prince Regent appeared on the balcony of Government House and was given an enthusiastic welcome by the crowds. A Dinner of 40 courses was served in the evening and the building lit up by thousands of lamps, a far cry from the calm, and quiet and interior darkness of the old Hospital of the Brethren. In the centre of the illuminations was the word "Peace" with a star over it, and in honour of the Royal guests the letters "A" and "F" at the corners of the house. At 8 o'clock that evening His Majesty the King of Prussia, with their Royal Highnesses the Prince Royal Prince William and Prince Frederick of Prussia were received with a Guard of Honour, and later in the evening the Emperor of Russia and the Duchess of Oldenburg arrived with the Earl of Yarmouth, Count Lieven, and other members of the Imperial Court. The Dinner on the next evening was even more lavish, 120 courses.

On returning to Domus Dei after reviewing the Fleet next day the Prince Regent found that The Duke of Wellington had arrived, and holding him by the hand said to the sovereigns and others: "England's glory is now complete: it only wanted the presence of your Grace".

At the Levee on 25th June 1814 high honours were conferred, and the Domus Dei was the scene of the most glorious gathering Portsmouth had known.

Government House had been used for the last time and to this day this visit is commemorated by the old Mortar mounted outside the church.

The inscription on the plate below the mortar reads:

"On this site stood the old Government House of Portsmouth It was on the visit of the Allied Sovereigns in 1814 that the Prince Regent, The Emperor of Russia The King of Prussia, The Duke of Wellington Marshal

Blucher, and Count Platoff, Helman of the Cossacks surrounded by a host of Princes and Warriors came forward on the balcony and drank to the prosperity of the British People.

This Mortar and Platform were her placed by Lieut-General Lord Frederick FitzClarence, G.C.H., Lieut Governor of Portsmouth 1848, and restored by Lieut-General Henry Kent, late 77 Duke of Cambridge Own Regt. During the Lieut Governorship of General Sir George Willes, K.C.B. & C 1889".

Government House was never used again. The work of demolition was begun on the 21st January 1826, and was completed on the 18th March, 1826. From then all that remained was the Church and Infirmary of the Hospital of St Nicholas and St John the Baptist, the sacred remains of what had been a source of great comfort to thousands in days of poverty and disease.

Parade Services for the troops stationed in the Garrison continued to be held, but the state of the church building was deteriorating.

THE RESTORATION

In August, 1865 a leading article in "The PortsmouthTimes" stated: "We call the Garrison Church 'a large building' for externally it might pass for a barn, or a drill shed, or a brew house; and, without private information to the contrary, we should not be much wiser after an internal view, beyond acquiring the knowledge that it is a parallelogram divided into partitions. Further we should find the air pervaded by a thick, so to speak, fusty smell, consequent upon villainously low-pitched roofs, aggravated by the residuum of exhalations which we may call the essence of closely packed humanity."

Some work had been carried out in 1846 inside the church in clearing the Nave, renewing the stone floor, and the pillars cleaned with yellow-wash. In 1850 and 1851 new windows were installed, new stoves, carpet and chairs put in. The money was well spent said Archdeacon Wright "if only as a Sanitary precaution, for, previous to the removal of the old pues and repairing the old floors, the atmosphere of the church must have been not only offensive, but highly dangerous to Health". These improvements did not last very long and in 15 years time God's House was in as bad a state as ever.

Mr. G. E. Street the architect of the Restoration, wrote in his report of 4th December, 1861, "the building is one of extreme architectural value and interest. The appearance of the building is now unsightly in the extreme, and, I think I may say, a disgrace to the conspicous site on which it stands".

Activated by this report of the eminent architect and the efforts of the Chaplain, The Reverend J. E. Sabin a meeting was held in the Portsmouth Guildhall on 5th August, 1865. There Colonel Shadwell informed all present that as far back as 1862 it was suggested that the Garrison Chapel should be restored, but the proposition fell through and nothing was done until the Secretary of State came to Portsmouth in August, 1864. Lord William Poulet, who was then Lieutenant Governor, showed him the Chapel. Earl de Grey was not particularly impressed with the beauty of the outside, but he thought that with regard to the interior, the building possessed great possibilities for improvement. In March a letter was addressed by the Secretary of State for War to the Quarter Master General, in which Earl de Grey said that if the Garrison of Portsmouth and others would be willing to contribute to the fund, he should be prepared to consider the propriety of inserting in the estimates for 1866-67 a sum of £1500, providing such a sum was raised, as would, with such grant, defray the cost of the restoration"

The following circular was subsequently issued:

"RESTORATION OF THE GARRISON CHURCH"

"It is proposed to restore the Chapel of Saints John the Baptist and Nicholas, now used by the troops of the Portsmouth garrison, so that it may become a seemly houss of worship for the living, and a resting place not wholly unworthy of the brave men who lie within and around its walls. This chapel has been thoroughly sur- veyed by G. E. Street, Esq., the well known architect, and his designs for its restoration have met with general approval. The architect has separated his scheme into parts, each of which can be executed in order, according to its importance, as funds become available. They are as follows:

1. New roofs to the chancel, and nave, new windows, wall cleaned and repaired at the cost of                      
 £1620

2. Rebuilding of the west front adding one bay to the length, thereby increasing the interior accommodation    
    £500

3. Renewing the floors and seats,          £700

4. Building a bell turret.   £ 500

5. Placing a fence of proper design around the graveyard.          £ 200

"The whole sum is larger than can be granted by the War Office, hence the necessity of an appeal to the Navy to the Army, and to the public for contributions. A confident hope is entertained that many persons will come forward to aid in restoring its sacred appearance to the ancient place of worship, containing or overshadowing as it does the remains of General Sir Charles Napier and many other gallant soldiers and sailors".

Colonel Sir J. William Gordon, K.C.B., Commanding Royal Engineer, moved, and Admiral Sir Henry Chads G. C. B. seconded the resolution:

"That vigorous effort be made by means of the combined action of the inhabitants of this town, of the members of the united services who have been and are resident therein, as also of those in any way interested in Portsmouth, to restore the ancient chapel of Saints John the Baptist and Nicholas, now used as a Garrison chapel to a state worthy of ths site on which it stands and of the memory of the brave men who lie interned therein.

This was unanimously agreed to.

On 24th January, 1866 the names of the general and executive committee were "approved and ordered to be printed" They were:

Chairman: Major General Lord William Poulet, K.C.B. Adjutant General to the Forces.

The Bishop of Winchester

Admiral Sir Michael Seymour, G.C.B.

Admiral Sir Thomas Pasley, Bt, K.C.B.

Admiral Sir H. D. Chads, G.C.B.

Lieutenant General Foster, RE

Rear Admiral Wellesley, C.B.

Major General Sir J. W. Gordon, K.C.B., RE

Major General T. R. Mould, C.B., RE

Major General W. H. Elliott, RA

Major General Tate

Colonel Shadwell, War Office

Colonel Sir A. Allson, Bfc, C.B., A.A.G.

The Reverend J. E. Sabin, M.A., CF

The Reverend H. St. George, CF

The Reverend S. Beal,

      Chaplain to the Royal Marine Artillery

E M. Wells, Esq., (Mayor of Portsmouth)

C. B. Hellard, Esq.

Major General Alexander, C.B., RMA

Colonel Langdon, RA

Major General H. Marriott, RMLI

Lieutenant Colonel Meeham, Staff Office of Pensioners

Captain McCoy, JP

Colonel Boulderson

Major General Paynter, C.B., RA

R. W. Ford, Esq., (Ex-Mayor)

Colonel Wodehouse, C.B., RA

Colonel Hadden, RE

J. W. Miller, Esq., MD

The Reverend N. H. McGochen, M.A.

The Ven. Archdeacon Wright, M.A., CF

Colonel Willis, Q.M.G.

Major Breton, Town Major

W. G. Chambers, Esq.

Honorary Secretaries

Colonel G. A. Schamberg, C.B.

Captain Molesworth, RE

Executive Committee

On 21st November, 1866 the contract was signed by the Chairman, Lord William Paulet, for the execution of Parts 1 and 2 for £3,135, and an organ chamber for £178. The total expense of restoration estimated in 1865 was £3,500 but the cost rose to £5,000. The Minister of War accordingly increased the government grant to £2,000 and work was confidently begun.

When the work was completed the west front had been renewed, and the length of the building increased, the chancel and the nave had new roofs, new windows and an organ chamber installed. The walls and pillars were repaired and a bell turret built. The churchyard was cleared and cleaned and surrounded by a wall and railings. Inside the church a concrete floor was laid in the nave, the chancel tiled, and seating for 800 provided.

REOPENING

The Restoration completed, on Friday, 30th October, 1868, the Service of Thanksgiving for the Restoration of the old Garrison Church took place. The Lord Bishop of Winchester preached on this happy occasion, when  the offering totalled £75. 1. 8.

On 4th March, 1869, The Chaplain General wrote to the Senior Chaplain:

My Dear Archdeacon,

I ought long ago to have told you how much I was delighted[during my recent official visit to Portsmouth, with alt that I saw in your restored church. Your committee deserves great praise for the knowledge as well as the perserverance, which has been displayed in planning and carrying into effect such a plan of perfect restoration. The work as now completed, will bear comparison with anything of the kind that has ever been attempted in this country and the Government, not less than the Army, ought to feel (and must feel, if the matter be seriously looked into) the most profound gratitude for the exertions which all of you have made. I wish that it were in my power to congratulate the committee on being free from debt. But it is hardly possible to believe, if the case be brought fairly before the public, that gentlemen, who have exhibited such rare liberality, not less than patience, should be left for any length of time burdened with the responsibility comparatively so insignificant as that of a few hundred pounds.

Believe me,

Yours Very Sincerely,

G. R. Gleig, Captain General

This Restored church remained the spiritual home of the Garrison for the next 73 years, years when soldiers spoke with pride of what so many of them found to be a true house of peace. Thousands of them attended the Voluntary Services apart from the impressive regular Church Parades when Regiments in full dress uniforms marched behind their Regimental Bands through the streets from their Barracks. The Parade Services were a feature of Sunday in Portsmouth. Colonel Henry Kent, Commanding Officer of 77 Regiment wrote soon after the Regiment left Portsmouth in 1872:

"the beautifully restored Garrison Church was one of the greatest benefit and advantage to my regiment during the Year and a half that we were quartered in the old Clarence Barracks. Whereas it was a rare sight to see a soldier at the Voluntary Services, when I was last quartered in Portsmouth some years ago, you may now see scores and scores."

MEMORIALS AND GIFTS

The beautifying of the interior of the Restored Church was made possible by the generosity of many people The Altar was the gift of The Reverend J. E. Sabin, M.A. who had worked tirelessly to bring about the Restoration and the organ was the gift of the Evening Service congregation. The brass lectern in memory of Queen Victoria was given in 1902. Forty four superb stalls in the finest oak are all Memorials to gallant soldiers and sailors. Read for yourselves the glorious roll of honour, noting in particular the stall in memory of The Venerable Archdeacon H. P. Wright to whom so much is owed, and Twelve Chaplains who died in the Crimean War. Designed by the architect, Mr. G. E. Street, RA, they were made in London. Each stall has an appropriate brass.

The Twelve Chaplains who fell in the Crimean War were:

The Reverend G. Mockler, Died 29th September,1854

The Reverend J. J. Wheble, Died December1854

The Reverend M. Canty, Died 2nd February,1855

The Reverend M. Whyatt, Died 23rd February,1855

The Reverend D. Shehan, Died 10th March,1855

The Reverend G. H. Proctor, Died 10th March,1855

The Reverend H. J. Whitfield, Died 17th June,1855

The Reverend J. Doyle, Died July,1855

The Reverend J. Shell, Died 15th August,1855

Ihe Reverend J. Freeman, Died 19th August,1855

The Reverend R. Lee, Died 14th October,1855

The Reverend G. Strickland, Died 26th April1855

Considering their numbers, it is a remarkable fact that more Chaplains died during the Crimean War, than any other branch of the Army. Archdeacon Wright wrote in his note book, "The cholera was still with us, and pool Mockler, the Chaplain of the 3rd Division, was carried ofl by it just after our arrival on the Heights. At Galipoli and in Bulgaria he had been a loved and respected Minister of God, labouring with his wonted faithfulness among the sick, until at last he himself was attacked by a serious fever which left him sadly enfeebled just at the time the army was embarking for the Crimea. Nothing would induce him to remain on board a transport. "No", he said "my soldiers may want me, and I feel it is my duty to share their trials and dangers". He landed, and dragged his fever-worn frame from Old Fort to Balaclava, where stricken by cholera, he laid himself down to die. As soon as I heard of his illness I hastened to him, and arrived a little before his end. I asked him if he knew me; he said, "Yes, well". I then told him that I would commend him to God's keeping; and as I read the almost inspired service for the Visitation of the sick, the poor fellow, with his eyes fixed steadily heavenwards softly breathed out his last words, "Beautiful prayers beautiful prayers", and shortly after went to his rest."

Happily all these Memorial Stalls were saved during the air raid of 10th January, 1941, when the Nave was destroyed Sadly all 23  Memorial Windows, 8 in the chancel, and 15 in the Nave of the restored church were destroyed in 1941 These windows, all made by the firm of Clayton and Bell, were fine  modern stained glass, represented the history of the New Testament in the Chancel, and the Nave windows the Old Testament.

MEMORIAL WINDOWS

	Position of Window
	In Memory of

	1. East Window (Centre)
	Field Marshal The Lord Raglan, G.C.B.

	2. East Window (North)
	General Sir Charles Napier, G.C.B.

	3. East Window (South)
	Field Marshal The Lord Clyde, G.C.B.

	4. West Window
	Officers and Men of 43rd Regiment who were killed or

died in New Zealand

	5. Chancel (North Side)
	Officers and Men of 67th Regiment who were killed or

died in China and India

	6. Chancel (North Side)
	The Wife of Colonel Willis, C.B., Q.M.G., S. Dist.

	7. Chancel (South Side)
	Colonel Vasey, 46th Regiment

	8. Chancel (South Side)
	Colonel Campbell, 46th Regiment

	9. Chancel (South Side)
	General The Hon. H. E. Butler, G.C.B., and four sons

	10. North Aisle (East End)
	Captain Molesworth, RE

	11. North Aisle (East End)
	Colonel Wodehouse, C.B., RA

	12. North Aisle (East End)
	Officers of 77th Regiment who died between the years 1856-1871

	13. North Aisle (East End)
	Lieutenant Robson, RN, and Lieutenant Robson, 17th Regiment

	14. North Aisle (East End)
	Twelve Chaplains who died in the Crimea

	15. North Aisle (East End)
	Officers and Men of 82nd Regiment who were killed or

died in the Crimea

	16. North Aisle (West End)
	Major General Sir William Gordon, K.C.B., RE

	17. South Aisle (East End)
	Captain C. M. M. Wright, RN, and Lieutenant E. D. Wright, 59th Regiment (A Thank offering)

	18. South Aisle
	Officers and Men 46th Regiment

	19. South Aisle
	Sir James McCrigor, Bt, K.C.B.

	21. Soulh Aisle
	Major Oldfleld, RMLI

	22. South Aisle
	Lieutenant General Lord Fredk. Fitz-Clarence, G.C.H.

	23. South Aisle (West End)
	General Sir C. Menzies, G.C.B., RMLI


Lost too in 1941, were the Lectern, Pulpit, (both Memorials) and many of the Memorial Benches in the Nave. Benches which were salvaged can be seen in the chancel and in the renovated Nave.

PARADE SERVICES

Many and impressive were the Church Parade Services witnessed in the Royal Garrison Church between 1868 and 1941, so popular that civilians were admitted by ticket only, of which one must be recorded.

This was on Sunday, 10th April, 1938, when a combined Naval and Military Church Parade was held in Dcmus Dei, after which the Officer Commanding Troops, Portsmouth, Brigadier B. L. Montgomery, D.S.O., (now Field Marshal The Viscount Montgomery of Alamein, K.G., G.C.B., D.S.O., D.L.) took the Salute from the Naval Contingent, and the Commodore, of the Royal Naval Barracks, Commodore W. E. C. Tait, M.V.O., RN, took the Salute from the Military Units. So far as existing records show, we believe this was the only combined Naval and Military Church Parade which has ever been held in The Royal Garrison Church. The Naval contingent of 200 men was from the HMS Victory, while the Army units were represented by a similar number from The Royal Artillery and the 1st Battalion Kings Own Scottish Borderers.

On Sunday, 1st May, 1938, The Lord Mayor and Corporation of Portsmouth, in their official capacity, attended Divine Service at Domus Dei at 11 a.m. Robes were worn, the Mace was carried into the Church and the Lord Mayor was preceded by his escort of police and firemen. The Lord Mayor and Corporation treated this as an occasion of appreciation of the opening to the public of portions of the Ramparts and Long Curtain Battery, which hitherto had been a prohibited area.

DRESS—CHURCH PARADES

"It has been brought to the notice of the C-in-C., that a practice has grown up in recent years of allow ing soldiers and band boys who sing in choirs to wear cassocks and surplices in church, over their uniforms. While desirous that every encouragement should be given to soldiers to take a personal interest in theservices of the Church they attend by singing in the choir, the C-in-C., cannot approve of a custom under which a soldier at Parade Service covers his uniform by a surplice or other non-military garment, and he directs that at all Parade Services the practice referred to shall be discontinued."

War Office Letter, Clergy General No. 3488, dated 25. 4. 1899.

By order,

R. Auld, Colonel, A.A.G.A.,Chief Staff Officer, S.D.

Portsmouth, 28th April, 1899

CHURCH REGISTERS

Remarks in Church Registers are often informative and amusing as well as being interesting. The number of "wet evenings" keeping people away from the Domus Dei is amazing, and so apparently did "intense heat"! A random selection of extracts tells us that on 20th July, 1890, "Band who were detailed for service failed to appear". On 24th August, 1890, "General Sir Leicester Smyth at 11 a.m. Parade

Service for last time. Command handed over to H.R.H. Duke of Connaught on following day". Presumably the Quarter was not available because it is not until 22nd February, 1891, that we learn "H.R.H. Duke of Connaught in residence and at church for first time". This intriguing Order was issued in 1899!

In February, 1930 the original Union Jack from the Cenotaph was presented to the Domus Dei by the Imperial War Museum, and a second Union Jack which had also been used at the Cenotaph in London was presented. The two flags now hang at the West end of the present Chancel. This Union Jack from the Cenotaph in Whitehall was presented to the Portsmouth Branch of the Old Oontemptibles Association by the  Imperial  War Museum, and was handed over by Major C. Ffoulkes Curator and Secretary of the Imperial War Museum Curator to the Tower of London Armoury. A service was held in the Royal Garrison Church Wednesday, February, 12th 1930 to lay up this flag."

Small Brass tablets record that the old standards which had been the inspiration of men in battle with many famous regiments had been laid up in the Church. Now so old they have been removed to regimental museums. In 1933, the church was scheduled as a building of historical importance and the care of the fabric became the responsibility of The Ancient Monuments Department of The Ministry of Works.

THE ROYAL NAVY AND DOMUS DEI

The Military Title, The Royal Garrison Church, and the fact that the Chaplain is a serving chaplain of The Royal Army Chaplains Department, it will come as a surprise to many people to learn of the long and close connection of The Royal Navy with this church. In days past when the church served as the Garrison Church for all members of the Forces, Naval and Marine officers and men joined with soldiers in worship there. Indeed officers of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines were members of the Restoration Committee and high praise given to them for their devoted work then. Very generous gifts were given to the Church then in memory of men of The Royal Navy and Royal Marines.

A reminder of a gallant Admiral is handled by everyone receiving Holy Communion in the Church. A very lovely Chalice, inlaid with rubies, a flagon and two pattens were presented by his God-daughter Theresa Cornwallis West in memory of The Right Honourable William Comwallis G.C.B Vice Admiral of England. Admiral of the White he was the younger brother of the Governor General of India 1870, Charles, Marquis Cornwallis. A Litany Desk is now used as the Chaplains Desk at Matins and Evensong Anchors carved on the side remind one that it is dedicated to the memory of Captain Sir Henry Martin Blackwood who commanded HMS Vengeance when he died in Portsmouth in 1851.

England's greatest sailor, Vice Admiral Lord Nelson K G is commemorated within the chancel. The fine oak stall which bears his name was presented by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh K.G.

In the sanctuary a tablet records the buriel in the chapel of Admiral Sir Thomas Foley, G.C.B., one of Lord Nelson's Paladins. He fought in the Battles of the Nile and Copenhagen and was at the time of his death in 1833 Commander in-Chief, Portsmouth, and Rear Admiral, of England Admiral Sir John Lafory was buried in the church in June 1796.

In the chancel a tablet commemorates Admiral of the White Sir George Campbell, G.C.B. He too was Commander in-Chief, Portsmouth at his death in January, 1821. Two Rear Admirals of the White, Richard Byron was buried in February 1836, and Donald Campbell in February, 1815, who died in November, 1815 on board HMS Salisbury when Commander-in-Chief, Leeward Islands.

Fittingly among the memorials to many famous regiments is one to the Naval Brigade, which took part in the

Crimean War. The Buriel Registers in the church, and the gravestones in the churchyard show that many Naval surgeons found their resting place in the Garrison Church, among them William Birrell, M.D. Fleet Surgeon, 1st Class, in 1849. But it is not only the great ones who were laid to rest here, General Sir Charles Napier, G.C.B. whose tomb is near the West door, being perhaps the most famous of all commanders of the Portsmouth Division of The Royal MIarines who lie here include Major General Jackman, 1823, Colonel Edward Hornby, 1841, Colonel Robert Moncreiff, 1844 and Colonel Aslett, 1851.

The brass tablet of greatest interest to American visitors is that in Memory of Captain John Mason, RN, the Founder of the Colony of New Hampshire in the United States. Both the Royal Navy and the Army may claim him as he had also been Treasurer of the Army. 

Four Gas Standards for the Stalls of the restored Church were presented in 1868 by the Governor of New Hampshire.

The record of the association of so many great men with the Domus Dei is a constant reminder of the splendour

of the days when the church was the focal point of the spiritual life of the Garrison, a treasured association which lives on in the Naval families who worship where their predecessors dedicated themselves to God and their Sovereign.

THE ROYAL BOOKS

His Majesty King George III in 1770 presented to The Royal Garrison Church one Prayer Book, and in 1875 six Service Books were presented by Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and successive Sovereigns have graciously continued the custom of making such presentations on accession, to The Royal Garrison Church.

On 21st December, 1901, The Keeper of the Privy Purse, General Sir Dighton Probyn, V.C., wrote to the Chaplain, stating that "the King had commanded him to say that he would have much pleasure in giving new service books for the use of The Royal Garrison Church at Portsmouth". There is no mention of how many books. Six were in fact given in 1902. To commemorate his coronation His Majesty King George V presented a Lectern Bible and an Altar Book to the Church, and in May, 1935 His Majesty graciously gave another Bible on the occasion of his Jubilee.

On 16th July, 1935, whilst at sea in HMY Victoria and Albert during the Naval Review, His Majesty inscribed on

the fly-leaf of the Bible:

Presented to The Royal Garrison Church

Portsmouth by George R.I.

Silver Jubliee 1910-1935.

His Majesty King George VI continued the Royal custom of making a gift to The Royal Garrison Church, at his

Accession and in October, 1937 a letter to the Chaplain from Royal Librarian, Owen Morshead, C.V.O., D.S.O, stated that "the books are being bound by the King's own binder inside Windsor Castle, but His Majesty expressed the wish to see the design before the tooling began". 

On 9th November, 1937, a further letter from Windsor Castle, stated "By the King's command I am now sending

to you three Service Books which His Majesty has been pleased to present to The Royal Garrison Church at Portsmouth." These books are bound in red morocco and the Royal Arms are engrossed on the covers. On the inside of the covers, in each case, engraved upon parchment, are the words;

"Presented to The Royal Garrison Church, Portsmouth by His Majesty King George VI".

On the fly-leaf of each book, the King signed the Royal name with his own hand.

The letter of thanks addressed to His Majesty's Private Secretary is as follows:

"I have the honour to request that you will kindly convey to His Majesty our loyal respects, our humble thanks, and our grateful appreciation of his generous act in presenting to The Royal Garrison Church, at Portsmouth, Service Books which will be treasured by us, by our successors, and by all His Majesty's loyal subjects in this Garrison".

The letter was signed by The Chaplain, The Reverend C. C. Thacker.

The Altar and Service Books presented by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II have been in regular use in ths church since Christmas Day, 1953. These books, a Priest's Prayer Book, and an Altar Service Book, bound in red morocco was sent to the Royal Garrison Church by the Librarian, Windsor Castle, on 14th December, 1953. They bore an inscription to the effect that they are a gift from Her Majesty but they were then unsigned. At a later date these books, with the kind cooperation of Vice Admiral Sir Conolly Abel-Smith, K.C.V.O., C.B., Flag Officer, at the request of the Garrison Commander, were taken aboard the Royal Yacht before she sailed from Portsmouth for a Royal Visit to Stockholm when Her Majesty graciously signed them.

BLITZED

On the night of Friday 10th January, 1941, 25,000 incendiary bombs fell in the city of Portsmouth, causing 2,314 fires killing 171 people and injuring 430 others.

The Chaplain, The Reverend R. T. Newcombe S C F recorded the destruction in the Church Register:

January, 10th 1941. The Nave of the church was severely damaged by Enemy Action and the church rendered unusable".

By unsparing effort the chancel was saved, but the charred ends of two of the oak stalls show that the flames were halted only just in time.

Despite the cruel blow the spirit of the worshippers was not broken, and in a short time a temporary partition was erected to separate the ruined Nave from the chancel the debris was cleared, the windows temporarily glazed and the chancel roof repaired. The pillars and walls in the Nave were capped to preserve the stone work, and regular services were again held in the choir, the chapel of the old Hospital of St. John the Baptist and St. Nicholas.

 Since then a small but regular congregation reduced by the run down of the Army in Portsmouth has worshipped there and an intimate atmosphere, reminiscent of the days of the old Hospital have replaced the grandeur of the Parade.

The beautiful stained-glass windows so generously given in memory of gallent men in 1868 were all destroyed many of the Memorials on the Nave Walls smashed, and many of the Memorial Benches in the Nave burned The treasured Royal Gifts had been removed from the church in l939 for safe keeping in the strong room in Winchester Castle and were returned unscathed to the Domus Dei at the end of the war in 1945.

In April 1943, General B.L. Montgomery who had been the Garrison Commander in Portsmouth 1937-38, wrote an airgraph letter to the Choir of the Royal Garrison Church. The original letter hangs in the church, mounted and framed.

In May 1945 plain glass ws put into the window frames in the chapel as a temporary measure and on 13th May 1945, the ruined Nave was the setting for the Service of Thanksgiving for Victory.

The new East window to replace the Memorial window installed at the Restoration was dedicated by the Chaplain General to the Forces, The Reverend V.J. Pike on 28th June 1959.

The East window of the Restoration had 9 panels – three in each of the "lights", representing The Passion of Our Lord The Centre Light was in Memory of Field Marshal The Lord Raglan, G.C.B., The North Light, General Sir Charles Napier G.C.B., and the South Light, Field Marshal The Lord Clyde.G.C.B.

The new East window was designed and executed from subjects suggested by The Reverend J. E. Gurnos-Davies M A Senior Chaplain, Solent Garrison, by Carl Edwards London'

The East window is a meditation on the theme "THE HOUSE OF GOD", echoing the traditional title of the

Church - "Domus Dei". The nine separate panels of the window - three in each 'light' - are all related to this central idea. The highest panel in the centre 'light', which first catches the eye, depicts Christ in Glory, reigning over His Church. The figure is boldly executed, but the face with its strong inn lines has been left intentionally plain. Into that face the worshipper must read what character he may. Immediately below the Heavenly Vision, the 'key' panel of the whole window portrays the sleeping Jacob dreaming of a ladder set up between earth and heaven, and symbolising the text in the 28th Chapter of Genesis, verse 17 - "This is none other but the House of God, and this is the gate of Heaven".

To remind us that the whole range of Scripture must be included in our worship, below the picture from the first

book of the Bible there appears one from the last book. The angels of the Seven Churches of the Book of Revelation support in heraldic fashion the Great Seal of Domus Dei.

The lowest panels in the left and right-hand -Lights' present the Patron Saints of this particular House of God -

St. Nicholas on the left, and St. John the Baptist on the right. They are aptly combined on this occasion. St. Nicholas Patron, among other things, of sea-farers, reminds us of the consideraole association of the Royal Navy with Domus Dei The inclusion of two kneeling soldiers in the otherwise traditional presentation of St. John the Baptist is appropriate to a Garrison Church, recalling as it does the text in the 3rd Chapter of St. Luke, verse 14, . "And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? and He said unto them, do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages."

St. Nicholas is also the Patron Saint of young people. There appear, therefore, above him in the left-hand 'Light'

two pictures of young people in the House of God. In the centre, Hannah presents her son Samuel to Eli the Priest in the temple, while above, the child Jesus is seen conversing with the Priests and Scholars in his 'Father's House' both hearing them and asking them questions. If the left-hand 'light' speaks to us primarily of the warmth and homeliness of our faith, the right-hand 'light' reminds us of another aspect of it - its solemnity. Above the rugged prophet, St. John the Baptist, workmen set about the building of Solomon's majestic temple, which was to become the focal point of Jewish religious aspirations, loud with the voice of praise and red with the blood of sacrifice. Finally, above Solomon's Temple, Our Lord is seen driving the money-changers and sellers of sacrificial offerings out of the Temple of his day. Not only does this remind us that even the Church is in constant need of purification- it also gives us a motto for this and every Church – "My House shall be called the House of Prayer".

Eight more years passed before two more stained glass windows were put into the church. These "D Day" windows were Dedicated by The Chaplain General to the Forces, The Venerable J. R. Youens. O.B.E.. M.C., QHC.

THE SOUTH WINDOWS

The Church Window

This window nearest to the altar, concerns the history of the Church. The left hand light shows the figure of Bishop de Rupibus who ordered the building of Domus Dei in 1212 as a chapel and hospital. He was of a Norman family, and his Arms are displayed above Three Roach on a red field. Beneath will be seen the masons and carpenters building the church.

The right hand light shows the figure of St. Nicholas the patron saint of the Church. He is also the patron saint

of sailors. Above him will, be seen the Arms of Admiral Lord Nelson and beneath, HMS Victory sailing down Channel bound for the Mediterranean for the last time.

Lord Nelson passed the Church on his way to Southsea beach through the ramparts nearby which were manned by the Army.

The window is designed thus as a tribute to the tremendous assistance given by the Royal Navy to the Army on so many occasions in its history.

The Centre light shows the destruction of the Nave in January, 1941, during the heavy air raid carried out by the German Air Force. Only the valiant efforts of the Fire Services saved the Church from complete loss.

Underneath the air raid is shown in progress, as it would have been seen from the Solent. Search lights of the

Royal Artillery sweep the sky. Above, German bombers overshadow the City whilst fighters of the Royal Air Force attack them.

The Army Window. The left hand light shows a Bowman of Crecy, 1346, Portsmouth was an embarkation point for many troops crossing to France. Beneath is shown ships of the period plying in the Solent - the entrance to Portsmouth. Above are the Arms of Edward III.

The right hand light displays a figure of a Stuart soldier. It was during this period that the City of Portsmouth

was bombarded from Gosport by Cromwell's gunners. Charles II, whose Arms are displayed above, was married at this Church on 22nd May, 1662 to Catharine of Braganza Below is shown the Square Tower - the Governors' residence.

In the foreground can be seen the point where the Queen landed shortly before her marriage.

The centre light shows a soldier of the 1939-45 War The Royal Arms of King George VI are displayed above, permission for this being graciously given by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Beneath is the invasion fleet gathered in the Solent before sailing for France.

Since the end of The Second World War in 1945, numerous attempts have been made by The Chaplains and the Garrison Commanders strongly supported by Lord Mayors of Portsmouth, Members of Parliament and many others to re-roof if not to rebuild this ancient Church. On each occasion they met with no success, the finances required being not available because of defence commitments. 

With the passing of the years and the run-down of the Garrison in Portsmouth there now seems less hope than

ever of the Domus Dei being restored. No one who worships in the Church or sees it as a visitor would dare see it ever again neglected.

A bombed "eye sore" to some Domus Dei may now be, but within the Chapel, Memorial benches, stalls, and the

"D Day Window", and outside graves and tombs in Gods Acre, tell of fights and warriors,

"Who, having for their country bled,

Here in peaceful silence rest

The Knights are dust,

Their good swords rust,

Their souls are with the Saints, we trust".

